ENG 1302 Summer I 2014 – Ms. Cantrell

Writing Assignment 3
Informed Consent and Code of Ethics

For this assignment, you will be creating materials that will serve primarily as information for your research participants so they understand your project and the types of information they are giving you. This needs to be especially clear because you want people to understand what you are doing and what purpose their information will serve in your project, so that they are more willing to participate and above all, you are acting ethically. The highlighted parts are instructions. Use this template to fill in your code of ethics and informed consent form. When you are done REMOVE the highlighted portions (the instructions) before printing. 
Part One: Code of Ethics
For this part of the assignment you are going to use the following websites as guide for you to design your Code of Ethics for your project: http://www.mla.org/repview_profethics (MLA Statement of Professional Ethics), http://www.aaanet.org/issues/policy-advocacy/Code-of-Ethics.cfm (American Anthropological Association), http://aoir.org/documents/ethics-guide/ (Association of Internet Researchers), http://www.afsnet.org/?page=Ethics (American Folklore Society)

Your Code of Ethics should effectively answer the following questions based on the research you plan on conducting at your site. Answer in complete sentences. Remove the questions and put all of your answers for that section into one paragraph (keep the section headers such as purpose, methodology, etc.).   Be aware—some of your answers are based on assumptions:
Purpose

· Why are you working with this site?

· What do you hope that you will find in your research?

· Which Code of Ethics (from those listed above) will assist you in your research? 
· Explain that you will be conducting this research on your own but that you will receive guidance from someone (list this person) at your site who has given you permission to conduct your research and from your instructor.
Methodology
· When will you go to your site to do research?  Will you be able to visit at different times/days?
· How will you gain entry to the site?

· Do you have the appropriate permission to use that site? (Signed consent form)
· How long will you be researching this site?
Interviewing/Collecting Materials and Research
· Briefly explain how you plan on observing your site? 
· Are you an “insider” or “outsider”?  How will your position influence your observations?
· How will you choose whom to interview fairly?
· Why should interviewers participate in your research? 


Data Usage and Risks
· How will you present your information ethically in your write-up?
· Are there any potential risks for your participants in your research? How do you plan on addressing these risks?

· Where will data be stored? How will you keep the confidentiality of your research?
Part Two: Consent Form
You need to create a brief (no longer than a page) consent form that both highlights your code of ethics but must also has the following information. We will be conducting online surveys using Survey Monkey:
Name of Researcher:

Purpose of Research:
I understand that I am assisting in an ethnographic research project conducted by ________ (name of student researcher) for ________ (class) at ___________ (school) taught by ______ (name of teacher). I agree to let him/her use the survey (or any other materials agreed upon) to write a paper for the class which will later be presented publically. It will not be used for any other purpose. I understand that this survey is anonymous. I understand that by continuing with this survey, I give permission for the survey to be used for the purposes stated above.

If I have any questions about this project and/or the research data I have given, I can contact:

Ms. Rachel Cantrell





(Your name)

Rachel.Cantrell@tamuc.edu




(Your email)
Paper Requirements

· You must write a minimum of 3-5 pages (no more than 6), including the Informed Consent (which should be around a page on its own), in MLA format (Times New Roman 12pt. font, double space).

· For this paper, you need to be aware of two things: 1) The spoken and unspoken rules of the site/community and how what you are doing may/may not conflict with those rules. 2) AUDIENCE is very important because these documents will not only be looked at by me (your instructor), but also the people who you will be working with for your study (your participants). For ethical reasons, you want all of your information to be clear to your participants.  Also, you want to come across as a professional scholar.
